
 

 

OCKLEY GREEN FAMILY & COMMUNITY BULLETIN 
April 9, 2018 

Principal’s Message 

Good morning Ockley Green Families and Community, 
  
I want to thank all of the families for supporting the new 
cell phone and device policy we started last Monday.  We 
saw a dramatic reduction in phone use and an increase in 
learning and focus in the classroom. Having the phones 
‘off and away’ all day makes a difference to the climate of 
our school in a positive way.  We will send a survey out to 
families at the end of the quarter to get your perspective 
on the policy. 
 
As I have said in recent newsletters, the end of the year is 
just around the corner.  That means that there are events, 
field trips and celebrations to share and co-plan with you. 
Sixth grade will be going to Outdoor School at the end of 
this month and 8th grade is gearing up for several 
end-of-year celebrations that they will be messaging to 8th 
grade families next week.  The 8th grade team wanted me 
to mention that the ‘40 Day Rule’ for all 8th graders will 
start next Monday, April 16th.  The ‘40 Day Rule’ is the 
time from next Monday until the last day of school when 
8th grade students are to honor all school expectations in 
order to participate in the end of year events. Families 
should look for more information forthcoming from 8th 
grade next week. 
 
Don’t forget that the end of third quarter is this Thursday 
and there is no school on Friday, April 13th as this is a 
grading day for our teachers. 
  
Stay dry as April showers come and go and know that I 
appreciate all that you do to support our students, staff and 
community. 
 
Best, 
Paula 

 

 

 
Calendar  
 

This Week’s Schedule 
Monday ~ A ~ Regular Schedule 
Tuesday~ B ~ Regular Schedule 
Wednesday~ A ~ Regular Schedule 
Thursday~ B ~ Regular Schedule 
Friday  ~  NO SCHOOL 
 
April 12 - Thursday 
PTA Meeting 
6:00 pm OG Library 
 
April 13 - Friday 
NO SCHOOL 
Teacher Planning Day 
 
April 18 - Wednesday 
Late Start Day 
 
April 18 - Wednesday 
Site Council Meeting 
6:00 pm OG Library 
 
April 27 - Friday 
Awards Assembly 
 
April 28 - Saturday 
School Grounds Clean Up 
10 am - Noon 
 
 
Need to plan ahead?  
Check out the OGMS 
Student & Family 
Handbook & Calendar 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/17cZ9l1QGAxWKqlrPtl8UO82pdQDSLuJH4el7P-4La88/edit?ts=5a678de8
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17cZ9l1QGAxWKqlrPtl8UO82pdQDSLuJH4el7P-4La88/edit?ts=5a678de8
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17cZ9l1QGAxWKqlrPtl8UO82pdQDSLuJH4el7P-4La88/edit?ts=5a678de8


 

April is Poetry Month!  

 
We're celebrating in the library by hanging poetry on 
trees, creating "Poet-trees."  Many students are realizing 
that writing song lyrics and writing poetry  are essentially 
the same thing; it's very cool! 
 

 
As part of our celebration, we are taking 70 6th graders to 
see acclaimed poet, educator, and best selling author 
Kwame Alexander on April 20th.  The Library Foundation 
is also hosting him for a free evening at the Alberta Rose 
Theater on April 20th, starting at 6:30.  Kwame is a 
fantastic speaker and advocate for reading.  I'd encourage 
you to attend with your student if at all possible.  Book 
signings start at 6 pm, and the event is free.  
 
Hustle dig 
Grind push 
Run fast 
Change pivot 
Chase pull 
Aim shoot 
Work smart 
Live smarter 
Play hard 
Practice harder 
 
--Kwame Alexander 
"Basketball Rule #2" 

The Crossover 
 

 
 
Ockley Green is always looking 
for volunteers. Can you help? 
Here are some current ways to 
volunteer or contribute: 
 
PTA Volunteers Needed 
The PTA is in need of volunteers 
for Teacher Appreciation Week 
and School Grounds Clean Up. 
If you can help please contact 
Doris Tamoro. 
 
Carpenters? 
Are you handy with a hammer? 
We could use a group of OG 
family members to help 
construct a picnic table and a 
couple of benches for our 
students.  If you are a 
handyperson, please contact 
Paula McCullough. Thank-you! 
 
Yearbook 
Ockley Green needs a volunteer 
to lead/take on the 
responsibilities for the 
publication of the yearbook this 
year!  There will be support from 
LifeTouch (the company who 
does our student photos) with 
layout, but we also need a 
volunteer leader for this 
important publication. Please 
contact Jane Harold if you can 
help.  

https://multcolib.org/events/evening-kwame-alexander/85787
https://multcolib.org/events/evening-kwame-alexander/85787
mailto:dtamoro@gmail.com
mailto:pmccull@pps.net
mailto:jharold@pps.net


 

PTA Updates 
There is an important PTA meeting this week, please 
attend if you can! The PTA is trying to decide if there is 
interest in moving forward with PTA next year, and the 
decision requires feedback from the OG community.  The 
meeting is Thursday, April 12th at 6pm.  The meeting 
agenda is attached to this newsletter. 
 
Saturday, April 28th from 10 am to Noon. 
Ockley Green students have regular access to the school 
garden and garden activities at lunch hour and our garden 
and campus need a Spring sprucing up! We will be 
weeding and sheet mulching in the garden and picking up 
trash from the surrounding campus grounds. Please bring 
gloves and tools if you have them available. Donuts and 
coffee provided. 

 
* If we have 15 or more volunteers we can earn Disney 
park passes to raffle off at a later date.  
* There is a need for 5 gallon buckets to water the donated 
fruit trees this Summer. 
* If you have plumbing experience the garden watering 
system needs fixing. 
 
Staff Appreciation Week is coming! 
Do you want to help show OG staff some love? The PTA 
needs volunteers who can help plan and organize some fun 
activities for teachers during the week of May 7th.  
 

 

 
OG Website 
Are you good with website 
organization? The OG website 
could use an overhaul, and the 
staff could use some parent 
expertise to help make some 
improvements. Do you have 
these skills to offer? Please 
contact Jane Harold if you can 
help. 
 
Snack Program 
Several parents have offered to 
bring in snacks to OG to help 
support students during the day 
who need a snack break.  If you 
would like to support our Snack 
Program, please bring a gift card 
to Cash & Carry or Fred Meyer. 
Principal McCullough will go to 
the stores and purchase the 
snacks for students. 
 
Fred Meyer Rewards 
Did you know that Fred Meyer 
will donate a percentage of your 
purchase to Ockley Green 
Middle School?  If you have a 
Fred Meyer Rewards Card, you 
can designate OG as the school 
of your choice via the Fred 
Meyer website.  It's easy! Visit 
the Fred Meyer Community 
Rewards registration page.  
Ockley Green's account number 
is 88181.  Our PTA will  use 
these funds as a source to help 
pay for field trips, buses, 8th 
grade graduation, school dances, 
teacher mini-grants and supplies, 
the school garden and more! 
 
 

mailto:jharold@pps.net
https://www.fredmeyer.com/signin?redirectUrl=/account/communityrewards/enroll
https://www.fredmeyer.com/signin?redirectUrl=/account/communityrewards/enroll


 

Site Council Updates 
The next OG Site Council Meeting is Wednesday April 
18th at 6 pm in the OG library. 
 
If you have any question for Site Council, you can also 
reach them by email. 
 

 
Fundraisers 
The PTA is still collecting box tops for the Box Top for 
Education program.  Funds raised will benefit Ockley 
Green MS students and staff by supporting mini grants for 
teachers, the garden space, school community events, 
student dances, 8th grade graduation and help with extras 
for music and library. 
 
To participate in the Box Top fundraiser, see the flyer 
attached to this newsletter for which products are eligible, 
and add your box tops to the collection bin in the office. 
 
Plant Sale Fundraiser 
Thank you for your plant orders! As a reminder, plant pick 
up will be at Ockley Green on Wednesday, April 25th 
from 12-5pm. 
 

 
Other Upcoming Events 
 
Upcoming Music Performances (Volunteers Needed) 
 
St. John’s Parade (meet at Roosevelt High School field) 
Saturday, May 12th starting at about 9-10am  
 
Spring Music Concert at Ockley Green Auditorium 
Thursday, May 31st at 6:00pm 
 
Oaks Park Performance (tentative):  
Saturday in late May or early June 
 
Jr. Rose Parade (tentative):  
Wednesday, June 6th during school day 
 

School 
Community 
Meetings 
Have you been curious about the 
OG PTA and Site Council but 
haven’t had a chance to attend a 
meeting? It’s not too late! Please 
consider joining these important 
committees, which will be 
holding elections for next year’s 
leadership this spring. 
 
The next PTA meeting is 
Thursday, April 12 at 6 pm  in 
the library.  We have Spanish 
interpretation at the PTA 
meetings and are seeking more 
engagement with our Spanish 
speaking families - please help 
us spread the words. The meeting 
agenda is attached to this 
newsletter. 
 
Site Council - The next Site 
Council meeting is Wednesday, 
April 18st at 6 pm in the library. 
You can view the recent Site 
Council meeting  
notes here. 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:Ockleygreensitecouncil@gmail.com
https://www.pps.net/Page/11577
https://www.pps.net/Page/11577
https://www.pps.net/Page/11577


 

 
 
 

OGMS PTA Meeting 4/12/18 
  
Agenda items: 
  
Introductions 
  
March meeting minutes 
  
Treasurer Report 
 
Fundraising report 
· Plant Sale – Still accepting orders. Pick up on April 25th 

· Ongoing - Fred Meyer Rewards, Box Tops 
· Direct Ask – Alternative Fundraiser 
  
Dragon Mural update 
  
School Garden and Grounds Clean Up Event 
· Volunteers needed Saturday April 28th from 10a-12p 
  
Banners to discourage off leash dogs on campus 
· finalize/approve wording 
· Choose Size 
  
Student Council Ask – Possible Field Day and/or Community Event 
  
Reader Board Information 
  
8th Grade Graduation/Event Information Update 
  
PTA going forward 
·       Will there be enough interest to elect a new board 
  
Administration Update 
  
Community Discussion 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1FmJU1mE-sa4MO8CSMIMVnslbsAyzOmEE4wqeHR7Z2qI/edit#slide=id.g35693439eb_0_14
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1FmJU1mE-sa4MO8CSMIMVnslbsAyzOmEE4wqeHR7Z2qI/edit#slide=id.g35693439eb_0_14


 

 
 
 


